
 
 

NOTICE OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
ECONOMIC COMMERCIAL COMMISSION 

 

The regular meeting of the Economic Commercial Commission is scheduled for  
Monday August 10, 2020 beginning at 6:30 p.m.  

 

A copy of the agenda for this meeting is attached hereto and  
can be found at www.tinleypark.org. 

 

 
NOTICE - MEETING MODIFICATION DUE TO COVID-19 

 

Pursuant to Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-07, Executive Order 2020-10, Executive 
Order 2020-18, Executive Order 2020-32, Executive Order 2020-33, Executive Order 2020-39, 
and Executive Order 2020-44, which collectively suspends the Illinois Open Meetings Act 
requirements regarding in-person attendance by members of a public body during the duration of 
the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation, issued on June 26, 2020, the members of the Village 
Board will be participating in the meeting through teleconference.  
 
A livestream of the electronic meeting will be broadcasted at Village Hall. Pursuant to 
Governor's Executive Order No. 2020-43 and CDC guidelines, no more than 50 people or 50% 
of the maximum capacity will be allowed in the Council Chambers at any one time, so long as 
attendees comply with social distancing guidelines. Anyone in excess of maximum limit will be 
asked to wait in another room with live feed to the meeting until the agenda item for which the 
person or persons would like to speak on is being discussed or until the open floor for public 
comments. 
  

Public comments or requests to speak may also be emailed in advance of the meeting to 
clerksoffice@tinleypark.org or placed in the Drop Box at the Village Hall by noon on Tuesday, 
August 10, 2020.   
 
 

Kristin A. Thirion 
Clerk 
Village of Tinley Park  

http://www.tinleypark.org/
mailto:clerksoffice@tinleypark.org
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Economic & Commercial Commission 
Meeting Agenda 

 
Monday, August 10, 2020 6:30 p.m. 

 
 

AGENDA ITEMS 
 
OPENING 
APPROVAL OF JULY 13, 2020 MINUTES 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 
 
1.  Chairman Report 

2.  New Business/Old Business 

a. Hollstein’s Saloon Façade Grant 

3. Staff Report  

4. Receive Comments from the Public 
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Economic & Commercial Commission  
Meeting Minutes – July 13, 2020 

DRAFT 
Members Present      
Jay Walsh, Chairman (Participated electronically)       
Richard Osty (Participated electronically) 
Chris Shoemaker (Participated electronically)        
Dino Sanfilippo (Participated electronically)        
Dennis Reidy (Participated electronically) 
Brian Potter (Participated electronically)    
 
Members Not Present      
Christine Obbagy      
Dave Spedale  
 
Staff Present 
 
Paula Wallrich, Interim Community Development Director (Participated electronically) 
Priscilla Cordero, Business Development Manager 
Barbara Bennett, Commission Secretary  
 
Guests:  
 
Krunal Patel – Avocado Theory 
Al Arns - Architect 
 
Chairman Walsh called the Regularly Scheduled Economic and Commercial Commission meeting to order at 6:30 on 
Monday, July 13, 2020.  At this time, Chairman Walsh stated the meeting was being held remotely consistent with 
Governor Pritzker’s Executive Order 2020-07, Executive Order 2020-10, Executive Order 2020-18, Executive Order 
2020-32, Executive Order 2020-33, Executive Order 2020-39, and Executive Order 2020-44, which collectively 
suspends the Illinois Open Meetings Act requirements regarding in-person attendance by members of a public body 
during the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation, issued on June 26, 2020, the members of the Village 
Board will be participating in the meeting through teleconference.  
 
Pursuant to Governor's Executive Order No. 2020-43 and CDC guidelines, no more than 50 people or 50% of the 
maximum capacity will be allowed in the Council Chambers at any one time, so long as attendees comply with social 
distancing guidelines. Anyone in excess of the maximum limit will be asked to wait in another room with a live feed to 
the meeting until the agenda item for which the person or persons would like to speak on is being discussed or until the 
open floor for public comments. Chairman Walsh confirmed Commissioners and Staff were able to communicate.  All 
replied affirmatively.  Chairman Walsh then addressed ground rules for the effective and clear conduct of Economic and 
Commercial Commission business.   
 
Secretary Bennett called the roll.   
 
Present and responding to roll call were the following:   
 
Jay Walsh, Chairman (Participated electronically)       
Richard Osty (Participated electronically) 
Chris Shoemaker (Participated electronically)        
Dino Sanfilippo (Participated electronically)        
Dennis Reidy (Participated electronically) 
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Brian Potter (Participated electronically)  
 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Richard Osty, seconded by Commissioner Brian Potter to approve the minutes 
from the May 11, 2020 ECC meeting  
 
Ayes:  Commissioners Potter, Shoemaker, Reidy, Sanfilippo, Osty and Chairman Walsh. 
 
Nays:  None 
 
Chairman Walsh declared the Motion carried by roll call.   
 
Chairman’s Report – Chairman Walsh noted that later in the meeting there will be a discussion regarding attendance.  
He noted that if anyone has any conflicts for the upcoming year or if the Commissioners would like to step down from 
the Commission, please reach out so the Trustees can appoint new Commissioners as needed.      
 
New Business/Old Business – 
 
A:  Discussion on Avocado Grand Request:   
 
Ms. Cordero noted that Krunal Patel (Applicant) and Al Arns (Architect) are on the line for any questions.  Mr. Patel 
plans to fully renovate the structure at 17302 S. Oak Park Avenue.  The proposed plan will redevelop the standalone 
commercial property to be a mixed-use building with a restaurant, patio area, and second-floor apartment.   
 
Mr. Patel purchased the building to operate a new restaurant.  The existing building has a total of approximately 1,142 
sq. ft. of floor area with a small second-floor space primarily used for storage.  The interior of the structure is dated, but 
the structure itself is in good condition despite is age (circa 1913).  The newly proposed building will be a total of 3,516 
sq. ft. including additions for a larger building footprint for the restaurant, an enclosed patio with roll-up doors, and a 
second-floor residential unit.  The proposal utilizes the existing structure, but allows it to be repurposed for a mixed-use 
building. Although the site will remain a Heritage Site that does not comply with the Legacy Code’s redevelopment 
requirements, the Plan Commission recommended approval of the proposed renovation and the Village Board approved 
the plans at their July 6, 2020 meeting.  The proposed renovation meets the intent of code while keeping with the scale 
of the existing building that is indicated as historically significant in the Legacy Plan. 
 
The applicant is an entrepreneur who operates various businesses including selling fresh guacamole at local farmer’s 
markets. Having a passion for fresh and healthy food they chose downtown Tinley Park to start their dream, avocado-
based restaurant because of their success selling guacamole at the downtown farmers market. The hope was to move into 
the building with just minor exterior work and a covered patio addition. However, after working with an architect 
regarding minimum space requirements it soon became evident that the building needed more significant renovation and 
more space. The business will include a variety of avocado-based, fresh, and healthy foods for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner. They also plan to have a catering aspect to the business for parties. The restaurant will be a great addition to the 
Village’s restaurant line-up and provide a new option in the growing health/fresh food category. 

The applicant plans to do a complete renovation of the primary and secondary façades on Oak Park Avenue. He is requesting 
grant funds for the fire windows and siding. Although some of the siding is part of the secondary façade, it is highly visible 
from the public right of way as can be seen in the proposed improvements below. The applicant is also requesting funds under 
the Code Compliance Grant Program for the sprinkler system and the directional boring needed to bring water to the building, 
which will be needed for the sprinkler system. Last, the applicant is requesting funds from the Retail Grant Program for the 
sanitary and storm improvements. These are eligible expenses that are fixed improvements to the site. 
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Applicants may also apply for up to $2,000 additional funds to assist with the installation of a fire alarm. Each program provides 
a matching grant of 50% or a maximum of $35,000 per tax paying business. One site can use up to $70,000 in matching grants 
every three years. 
 
The applicant submitted two proposals for each grant requested. Proposal amounts are as follows: 

Façade Grant 
Scope of Work Elite Door Ray-Bar Engineering Corp 

Fire Windows $32,985 $23,703* 

 
Scope of Work HH Construction Rock Roofing  

Siding $17,000 $18,500 

*Ray-Bar quote does not include labor and firm does not do installations. For this reason, using Elite Door. 
Code Compliance Grant 

Scope of Work Kotur Mechanical Group Anderson Mechanical Inc 

Sprinkler System $19,500 $27,500 

 
Scope of Work United Plumbing and Drain SSE Mechanical, Inc. 

Water Line Upgrade $45,000 $45,500 

 
Retail Grant 

Scope of Work United Plumbing and Drain SSE Mechanical, Inc. 

Sanitary $14,000 $13,000 

Storm $35,000 $33,000 

 
Request:   
The applicant is requesting a $35,000 Facade Grant to renovate the exterior façade of 17302 S. Oak Park Avenue (PIN: 28-30-
308-023-0000), as well as a Code Compliance grant for the sprinkler system and water line upgrade and a Retail Grant to make 
the sanitary and storm improvements required to operate a restaurant. He has chosen to work with Elite door, HH Construction, 
Kotur Mechanical and United Plumbing and Drain. The applicant is also requesting $1,500 for the Fire Alarm System. This 
quote proposal is from Chexx Systems for $3,000. 
 
Ms. Cordero noted that Mr. Patel is heavily invested in Tinley Park.  The total cost of this project without the purchase of the 
building is well over $250,000.   
 
Ms. Cordero inquired if there are any questions on the Scope of Work, the amounts requested or the project itself? 
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Commissioner Reidy inquired if the existing building is a historical building.  Ms. Wallrich replied this building has some 
history behind it, but it is not a landmark building and is not on the Register.  Architecturally the building does not have much 
historic value.  There is some history to the Village of Tinley Park and it has been noted and kept track of by the Historical 
Society.   
 
Commissioner Reidy inquired if the classification for this building would change to a “212” and would it be at the 10% level.  
Ms. Wallrich replied that yes it would change to this Mixed-use classification.  It would be 10% for the first 10 years and then 
the last 2 years it would transition back up.   
 
Commissioner Reidy inquired what would the duration be for the build-out.  Al Arns, Architect replied that it depends on how 
the permitting goes.  If everything goes well they can start in mid-August or September and there would be a 4-5 month 
construction schedule including the residential.   
 
Ms. Cordero Inquired if there was anyone from the Public that would like to comment on this item.   
 
There was no comment or emails presented from the public .   
 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Reidy, seconded by Commissioner Sanfilippo to recommend to the Village Board the 
Oak Park Avenue Grants for Krunal Patel of Avocado Theory.   
 
Ayes:  Commissioners Potter, Shoemaker, Reidy, Sanfilippo, Osty and Chairman Walsh. 
 
Nays:  None 
 
Chairman Walsh declared the Motion carried by roll call.   
 
Chairman Walsh congratulated Krunal Patel. 
 
 
B:  Discussion on ECC Ambassadors:   
 
Ms. Cordero noted In April of 2020, Village Staff reached out to all the restaurant owners in the Tinley Park to see if 
there were ways the Village could help in light of the shelter-in-place order. We connected business owners to resources 
such as the Paycheck Protection Program, DCEO’s Hospitality Grant and Cook County’s Community Recovery Fund 
Initiative. We informed them of ways the Village was helping as well by delaying the collection of fees including the 
Liquor License fee. UBS predicts one in five restaurants in the US could close permanently because of the coronavirus 
pandemic while the Independent Restaurant Coalition predicts 85% of independent restaurants may go out of business 
by the end of 2020. The Village would like to again reach out to restaurant owners to ensure we are doing everything we 
can to assist in this challenging environment. Part of the Economic and Commercial Commission’s (ECC) role is to act 
as ambassadors for the Village. The Village is asking the ECC to assist in reaching out to restaurant owners. 

There are over 800 businesses in the Village and the hope is to enlist the ECC Commissioners to help reach out to the 
restaurant owners and businesses to ensure they are successful in the post-COVID environment.  We would like to be 
proactive and reach out the business/restaurant owners to see how things are going.   

Ms. Cordero gave some discussion points:   
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As a representative for the Village through the Economic and Commercial Commission and a business owner myself 
(insert your own profession), I am calling to check in and see how things are going. 

1. Are things getting back to “normal” or how are you managing in this new normal? 
2. How much have revenues fallen/risen this year as a percentage over the same period last year? 
3.  If applicable, were you able to obtain funding through the Paycheck Protection Program and or other 

loans/grants?  
4. Do you foresee needing additional funding beyond your current availability? 
5. How prepared do you feel to handle any challenges the business could face should there be a virus resurgence 

in the fall? 
6. How else can the Village help?  

 

Chairman Walsh noted this is not a required duty, it would only be on a volunteer basis for the Commissioners.  He 
asked for comments from the Commissioners. 

Commissioner Reidy inquired if this would be reused for other issues in the future.  Ms. Cordero replied this could be 
an ongoing thing.  She would like to have the ECC reach out as an ambassador to see if they can help.   

Commissioner Reidy inquired if internships with the high school or junior college students could help with this.  Ms. 
Cordero  replied this is an idea to consider. 

Commissioner Shoemaker noted he did not feel comfortable with answering questions about the PPP.  He would not like 
to steer anyone in the wrong direction.  He would make calls but he wants to have the correct information.  Chairman 
Walsh replied this would only be a discussion and it would not be necessary to have all the answers.  We could navigate 
them to someone who could answer specific questions.  Ms. Cordero noted her background is in banking and she is 
comfortable talking to the businesses about finances.  Calls could also be directed to her.  Chairman Walsh noted a 
follow-up email will be sent out to the Commissioners.   

Chairman Walsh asked if there were any comments from the public.  

There were no comments from the public.   

C:  Feedback on Redevelopment Grant 

Ms. Cordero noted a new grant program was developed in May of 2020 and the Village Board approved the program.  
The application was open from June 1st to June 30th and no applications were received.  There was one person interested, 
but they have not applied as of yet.  With the economy being what it is now due to the COVID and no one interested in 
making improvements at this time, staff would like to bring this back to the ECC for suggestions for the funding.  What 
is the biggest hurdle?  Staff is looking for feedback from the ECC. 

Chairman Walsh asked for comments from the Commissioners. 

Commissioner Shoemaker inquired if the is Village wide or just Oak Park Avenue. If this is Village wide, he will be 
talking to staff at a later date. 

Ms.Cordero replied this is Village wide with the hope of improving the need throughout the Village.   

Commissioner Reidy inquired how this has been marketed.  Is money required for a marketing campaign?  
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Ms. Cordero noted it had been marketed and there were three people interested, one person decided not to purchase the 
property, one had already started the work that was not eligible under the grant and the third person is still in the works 
and is interested in applying.   
 
Ms. Cordero noted the chamber has also been working on this and it has been put in their newsletter.   
 
Ms. Wallrich noted there are sites in mind that need to be addressed for either improvement or code enforcement issues.  
There are some improvements that have been done that are not covered under the grant.  It could be possible that other 
improvements could be evaluated on a case by case basis.  The time of application could be lengthened to be closer to 
the end of the fiscal year.   
 
Commissioner Reidy inquired what qualifies for the grant and does it match what is on Oak Park Avenue. He would 
rather not see opening it up.   
 
Ms. Cordero replied the grant is the same as the grant for Oak Park Avenue. These are 2 separate grants, but painting is 
not an eligible expense at this time on either one.   
 
Chairman Walsh noted all the requirements for the grants should be sent out to all the Commissioners and continue this 
discussion to next month.   
 
Chairman Walsh asked for comments from the public.  
 
There were no comments from the public.   
 
D:  Attendance Expectations 

Chairman Walsh noted attendance expectations will be put in effect for this coming year.  He will request Commissioners 
miss no more that 2 unexcused meetings.   The reason for this is make sure we have a quorum for the meetings.   

Chairman Walsh asked for comments from the Commissioners.     

Commissioner Reidy inquired if this is for unexcused absences. 

Chairman Walsh replied that this was to make sure we have a quorum.  If the Commissioner does not comply with this 
expectation they will be taken off the Commission.   

Chairman Walsh asked for comments from the Public. 

There were no comments from the public.   

Staff Report 

Ms. Cordero noted Commissioners should RSVP to let staff know if they will be attending the meeting.   

There were 27 business retention meetings, both phone calls and 2 in person.   

There are several businesses looking to open in Tinley Park: 

1. Ice Cream shop 
2. Art shop promoting local artists 
3. Avocado Theory 
4. Bandannas 
5. Pete’s Fresh Market 
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6. A well-known national restaurant franchise looking to go into the Bank of America building. 
7. There is a lease pending on the bank on the NE corner of 183rd and Harlem. 
8. There 5 or 6 small industrial parcels being bought by an investment group.   

There continues to be plenty of interest in Tinley Park.   

Ms. Cordero noted: 

• The RFQ for the 80th Avenue Train Station went out this week for potential prospects.   
• The Oak Park Playbook revisions recommended in May were approved by the Board with the $70,000.00 every 

year changed to every three years. 
• Staff continues working with the Marketing Department to update the web site. 
• In June a best practices webinar was hosted for the restaurant industry. 
• Ms. Cordero is participating in a weekly Will County Economic Network call with other Economic Development 

Directors and Community Development Directors to share best practices to see what is coming with COVID. 
• A weekly call with two other Economic Development Directors locally to share best practices. 
• Last month worked with over 30 business owners to assist with Phase 3 and Phase 4 reopening details. 
• Reached out to all the car dealerships. 
• Conversation with the State Director at the Small Business Center to discuss opportunities to host a SBDC in 

Tinley Park. 
• Developed a new News Letter called The Weekly Noteworthy News for business owners.  Three news letters 

were sent out in June.  All the Commissioners will be added to the mailing list. 
• Working with Donna Framke in the Marketing Department to put together business round tables.  This will take 

the place of the Annual Business Breakfast as least for the fall due to the COVID limitations.  
• Bringing back the Business Spotlight at the Board Meetings and the Strategic Plan as it pertains to Economic 

Plan.   

Chairman Walsh asked for comments from the Commissioners.   

Commissioner Reidy asked what is going on at Volmer and Harlem Avenue and what is going on at 171st and LaGrange 
Rd.   

Ms. Wallrich replied there is a very large four story 3.8 million sq. ft.  fulfillment center going up in Matteson.  

There will be a retirement community and commercial area on LaGrange Rd. in Orland Park.    

Chairman Walsh asked for comments from the Public. 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
A Motion was made by Commissioner Sanfilippo, seconded by Commissioner Reidy to adjourn the July 13, 2020 ECC 
Meeting at 7:42 pm.  
 
Ayes:  Commissioners Potter, Shoemaker, Reidy, Sanfilippo, Osty and Chairman Walsh. 
 
Nays:  None 
 
Chairman Walsh declared the Motion carried by roll call.   
 



 

Date:   August 10, 2020 
 
To:   Economic and Commercial Commission 
 
CC:                              Kimberly Clarke, Community Development Director  
    
From:   Priscilla Cordero, Business Development Manager  
 
Subject:   Robert Barker, J.W. Hollstein’s Saloon−Façade Grant 
 

 
BACKGROUND:  
Robert Barker (Applicant) and sole business owner of J.W. Hollstein’s 
Saloon is an entrepreneur who has operated Hollstein’s located at 
17358 S. Oak Park Avenue since 2012. The site itself has been 
operating as a bar and restaurant in Tinley Park for 140 years.  The 
applicant has submitted a façade grant application to replace the 
existing deteriorating wood fence surrounding the rear outdoor patio 
with a new cedar fence.  

The intent of the Façade Improvement Grant Program is to assist 
owners and tenants of existing buildings in upgrading their building 
facades by improving their overall appearance.  Under the Façade Grant, replacement of decorative elements including 
outdoor dining elements are eligible expenses. The program provides a matching grant of 50% or a maximum of $35,000 
per tax paying business. One site can use up to $70,000 in matching grants every three years. 
 
PROPOSAL 
The applicant submitted two proposals for each grant requested. Proposal amounts are as follows: 

Façade Grant 
Scope of Work J.P. Custom Carpentry, Inc. The Fence Guys 
Replace fence $21,800 $6,790 

 
Request:   
The applicant is requesting a $10,900 Facade Grant to replace the fence surrounding the outdoor patio at 17358 S. Oak Park 
Avenue (PIN: 28-30-313-007-0000). He has chosen to work with J.P. Custom Carpentry, Inc. as they have done extensive work 
at the existing location including construction of the patio bar. The quote for J.P. Custom Carpentry includes a cedar wood 
which is three times the cost of treated wood according to the applicant and hence more expensive than The Fence Guys’ 
quote. The Fence Guys’ quote does not include the painting of the fence. 
 

 



                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Current Fence 
 

 

           
                                               Proposed Fence                                    Proposed Stain 

 
                   
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff is seeking a motion to recommend the approval of a matching Façade Grant in the amount of $10,900 for Robert 
Barker to replace the fence at 17358 S. Oak Park Avenue. 
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